


THE ONLY POSSIBLE RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
UNIVERSITY TODAY IS A CRIMINAL ONE . . .

In the face of these conditions one can only sneak 
into the university and steal what one can. To 
abuse its hospitality, to spite its mission, to join 
its refugee colony, its gypsy encampment, to be 
in but not of – this is the path of the subversive 
intellectual in the modern university.

— Fred Moten and Stefano Harney, “The 
University and the Undercommons”

•    •    •

Abolitionist thought teaches us that when an insti-
tution—whether slavery, the prison, or the univer-
sity—has become attached to so many real and 
meaningful anxieties about politics and purpose, 
life and living, it has come to wield the force of 
necessity. . . . Abolition thus offers the occasion 
for thinking about the university in ways that the 
institution itself might otherwise render impossi-
ble. And in doing so it may offer an occasion to 
trouble the institution as we know and inhabit 
it—and as it inhabits us.

— Abigail Boggs, Eli Meyerhoff, Nick Mitch-
ell, and Zach Schwarz-Weinstein, “Aboli-
tionist University Studies: An Invitation”
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Abolitionists are, simply put, those beings 
who look out upon their time and say, 
“No.”

— Mumia Abu-Jamal, “Long Live John 
Africa!”

•    •    •

Abolition is not absence, it is presence. 
What the world will become already exists 
in fragments and pieces, experiments and 
possibilities. . . . Abolition is building the 
future from the present, in all of the ways 
we can.

— Ruth Wilson Gilmore, “Making 
Abolition Geography in California’s 
Central Valley”


